
CURRICULUM POLICY 2011/12 

Introduction 

  This Curriculum Policy outlines specifically the nature of the Curriculum and its delivery at this 
school. 
    Our school’s curriculum is made up of all the planned activities that we organise in order to 
promote learning, personal growth and development.  It includes not only the formal 
requirements of the National Curriculum but also the various extra-curricular activities that the 
school organises in order to enrich the children’s experience.  It also includes the ‘hidden 
curriculum’ – what the children learn from the way they are treated and expected to behave.  We 
want children to grow into positive, responsible people, who can work and cooperate with others 
while at the same time developing their knowledge and skills, in order to achieve their true 
potential.  
    We endorse the aspirations concerning curriculum that are set out in the DfES document 
Excellence and Enjoyment 2003 and we seek the highest standards of attainment for all our 
children.  We also value the breadth of the curriculum that we provide.  We aim to foster 
creativity in our children and to help them become independent learners.  Above all we believe in 
making learning enjoyable. 
    Our school curriculum is underpinned by the values that we hold dear at our school.  These 
are outlined in our school aims.  The curriculum is the means by which the school achieves its 
objectives of educating children in the knowledge, skills and understanding that they need in 
order to lead fulfilling lives. 

  Curriculum 
  We strive to embrace the five outcomes identified within Every Child Matters.  We aim to 
ensure that each child, whatever their background or their circumstances, has the support they 
need to: 

       Be healthy 
     Stay safe 
     Enjoy and achieve 
     Make a positive contribution 
     Achieve economic well-being 

The curriculum that we teach in the reception, nursery and pre-school classes meets the 
requirements set out in the revised National Curriculum at Foundation Stage.  Our curriculum 
planning focuses on the Early Learning Goals and on developing children’s skills and 
experiences as set out in this document. 
The Curriculum in KS1 and KS2 is planned and delivered by following the National Curriculum 
Programmes of Study in English and Mathematics (through the Literacy and Numeracy 
Strategies) and Science, the core subjects of the National Curriculum, along with Foundation 
subjects of History, Geography, ICT, Design, Technology, Music, Art and Physical 
Education.  Religious Education and PSHE is included in the curriculum.  Modern Foreign 
Language provision is made for all Key Stage 2 classes. 
  Not all aspects of the curriculum are delivered throughout the year.  Some elements are 
blocked out for periods of time so that the curriculum can be manageable.  The full balance is 
achieved over an academic year. 
  A subject based approach is widely employed. Some work, particularly 
  at KS1, is taught by linking it to a common project. The school has decided to use a series of 
set units of work over a 2 year cycle; this is to ensure that all children cover the same sort of 
work.  It also ensures continuity and progression, and avoids duplication.  Some of the units of 
work last for one term, but most are shorter. 

  Work is planned (using long, medium and short term planning) from the Programme of Study in 
the National Curriculum documents by individual or teams of teachers who are teaching the 
same age group.  These plans are checked by the Curriculum co-ordinators. 



Some children are in mixed ability classes including two year groups, whilst others are in single 
year group class.  Within each class, children will sit in groups organised appropriately for the 
activity.  Children are taught by their class teacher most of the time that they are in school, but 
there may well be occasions where specialisation takes place (e.g. for Music or Modern Foreign 
Language) and another member of staff may take the group for these subjects.  Pupils are taught 
by staff and the School Nurse how to apply the basic principles of health, hygiene and safety. 

  
  The school is inclusive as it makes provision for all pupils. 
Teachers use a range of teaching styles depending on the nature of the work the children are 
doing.  Teachers have to make allowances for the range of abilities in their class; and would 
usually do this by giving differentiated tasks by providing different resources or by expecting 
different results from children with different abilities.  

  
The school has a teacher and a governor with specific responsibility for Special Needs; the 
teacher is employed part time and works only on Special Needs.  Children with Special Needs 
are catered for either within the class or in groups outside the class.  Support is offered to 
children with learning difficulties, and extension activities are given to very able pupils. I.E.P.s are 
provided where applicable.  The school also has a teacher who is a coordinator for the Able and 
Talented.  A register is kept and provision is supported and monitored. 

 
Sex Education 
  The Governors have an agreed policy on Sex and Relationships Education which outlines the 
school’s provision.  Parents are able to opt out of most of this provision.  

Religious Education 

  Religious Education is given in accordance with the Devon, Plymouth and Torbay agreed 
syllabus. 
Within the syllabus a wide range of faiths are studied. 
   

Arrangements are made for children to attend acts of worship and periods of religious education 
but it is open to parents to request that their child should be excused from either or both of these 
activities. 
   

The school does have connections with the local church through its foundation, and services are 
held in the parish church. 

Policy Statements 

  The school has Policy Statements for all Curriculum areas and associated activities (e.g. 
Assessment, Record Keeping, Reporting etc.) which have been agreed by the 
Governors.  These are reviewed periodically. 
The School subscribes to the Life Education Centre and all classes benefit from specialist 
teaching related to Health and Drugs Education. 
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