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Welcome to a new-look newsletter. I hope these help 

you to stay up to date with everything going on in 

school. 

After School Club 

As many of you know, After School Club is under new 

Leadership. Mrs Huckvale has taken up the position 

left vacant with Mrs Gough’s retirement and is now 

leading the team. 

I am delighted to see that numbers are increasing and 

children are thoroughly enjoying the time they spend 

there. Due to staffing and space demands, we have a 

maximum capacity of 24 children on any day. We are 

not permitted to go above these numbers. Please 

ensure you book ahead as places are proving to be so 

popular. 

Miss Rees 

I am delighted to be able to announce 

that Miss Rees’ baby boy has arrived safely. Both he 

and his mum are doing well at home. Our warmest 

congratulations go to Miss Rees and her Fiancé. 

Parking 

Now the weather is changing, we are finding that 

more people are trying to drive up close to school at 

drop off or collection time. The road is very clearly 

marked with yellow lines and a very large sign 

reminds everyone not to park directly in front of the 

gates. Please ensure you are always considerate when 

you park, don’t park in front of the gates and try not 

to drive up to school at all unless it is vital. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent/Teacher meetings 

Teachers are making contact with their class parents 

to make arrangements for meetings. Meetings may 

be in the format of face to face, virtual or by 

telephone. Please try to make an appointment and 

don’t miss out on this opportunity to talk with your 

child’s teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dear Parents and 

Carers, 

Reading 

Thank you to those who came to this week’s 

meeting and presentation on reading. 

We all understand how crucial this skill is, and I 

am pleased so many parents now have a greater 

understanding of what is expected of their 

children as they go through the school. 

I have also been in classes this week monitoring 

the teaching of reading. As part of this work, I 

have listened to some children read. 

Please make every effort to read at home with 

your child. Just 5 or 10 minutes, three times a 

week, will make an enormous difference – 

especially when they are younger and still 

learning the basics of reading. 

A bedtime story is still one of the best tools in 

your parenting arsenal – even CBBC do their own 

so try to get this into your evening routine! 

Reading improves vocabulary, comprehension 

and understanding. Being able to read fluently 

enables children to learn more effectively. 

Everything you do to help your child read will help 

to improve their academic outcomes and life 

opportunities 

If you would like to volunteer to hear children 

read in school, we would love to hear from you. 
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Term dates 

Updated lists of term dates are available on the 

school’s website. 

https://www.marydeansprimaryschool.co.uk/term-

dates 

The dates take you up to the end of the 2022-2023 

academic year so please make sure you take a look. 

We are expecting to add an additional day for the 

Queen’s platinum Jubilee in June 2022. We are not 

yet sure which day this will be, but we will try to add 

it to an existing holiday, rather than have a single, 

stand- alone day. 

We are hoping to publish the annual calendar next 

week with details of upcoming events across the 

year. 

Please remember, holidays should not be taken in 

term time and will not be authorised. We fully 

appreciate that some holidays have been re-arranged 

due to the pandemic, but now, after so much 

disrupted schooling, please try to ensure your 

children are not taken out of school during term 

time. Thank you. 

 

Royal British Legion Centenary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Don’t forget, we will be celebrating the centenary of   

the Royal British Legion as part of our remembrance 

activities. We are hoping to create a varied display of 

poppies and would love to see them coming into 

school. 

All types of poppy will be welcome, so get creative! 

 

 

COVID 

As you know, we are still 

maintaining many COVID procedures 

in school. Whilst we want to be 

functioning as ‘normal’, we are all 

critically aware that rates in Plymouth remain high. 

Good hand hygiene is simply part of the daily 

routine. We continue to hold split assemblies and 

children have staggered break times to reduce the 

amount of time they spend mixing between year 

group bubbles. 

We have had a number of teaching staff members 

affected and have tried to manage this whilst 

maintaining as much contiunity as possible for 

those classes affected.  

We have a number of children who are displaying 

cold and flu symptoms such as a sore throat or a 

cough. We cannot tell whether or not they have 

the virus so the only way to be sure is for children 

to be tested with a PCR test at a test centre. The 

use of lateral flow tests is not recommended for 

children under the age of 11. 

Thank you for your vigilance and for keeping 

children who are unwell at home. 

 

Newspapers 

If anyone has any read 

newspapers to recycle, Mr 

Maunder is collecting them 

for an up-coming task in Spanish lessons. Please 

send any papers in with your children. Thank you. 
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I hope you all enjoy a lovely 

weekend. 

Mrs T Jones     Head Teacher 
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