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August 27th 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to the new academic year. We approach the milestone of 2020 and look forward to the 

celebrations that will ensue throughout the year. 

We start the year with our new logo proudly displayed on all our letters and communications – once again, 

thank you to Isaac Dean for his super design which we used to create the new-style logo. 

I would like to take this opportunity to outline some important issues that have a constant impact on 

school life. Your help and support in each of these areas will help school to run smoothly. 

Uniform 

Governors have agreed that pupils at Mary Dean’s should wear uniform. Wearing uniform ensures all the 

children look smart and ready to learn and should be worn every day. 

 A list of uniform items can be found on the school website.  Our supplier is The Schoolwear Shop. 

https://www.marydeansprimaryschool.co.uk/school-uniform  

Children may wear the old or new logo on all items of clothing.  All children are expected to wear sensible 

school shoes, not trainers and jewellery should be restricted to a single pair of stud earrings and/or a 

watch or fitbit. Any sandals worn must have a secure ankle strap. Flip flops should never be worn in school. 

All children are expected to have a school PE kit of school t-shirt and navy shorts plus plimsolls or trainers 

for outside. In cold weather, children may wear smart jogging bottoms as part of their kit for outdoor PE. 

All items of clothing and posessions such as packed lunch boxes should be clearly labelled with your child’s 

name. Please encourage your child to take care of their things and ensure they all return home. 

Nail varnish and any kind of make-up is not permitted for school. Hairstyles should not be extreme, eg 

shaved sections or patterns, and gel should not be used. 

Attendance and punctuality 

All children are expected to come to school daily unless they are too unwell. The law states that holiday 

from school should not be taken during term time.  

At Mary Dean’s we expect children to attend for at least 97% of the time. Every school day is of value and 

children who do not attend regularly frequently fall behind in their learning. 
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We are obliged to report children who are persistently absent to the Local Authority as part of our regular 

statutory reviews of attendance. Parents whose children do not attend without good reason can be liable 

to a penalty fine. 

If you require leave for your child, a form is available from the school office. This form should be completed 

in the case of any request for leave during school time. 

It is equally important that children are in school on time. School starts at 08.30 am. The register is taken 

at 08.40 am and any child arriving after this time is recorded as late. 

Children who arrive after registers have closed (09.20) are recorded as an unauthorised late. Repeated 

lateness can lead to a penalty fine. 

Contacting school 

We are always pleased to hear from any parent or carer. If it is an issue with your child, please speak to the 

class teacher in the first instance. If your problem is more serious or persistent, please come to the school 

office and arrange to see Mrs Wilson or myself. If you are unable to get into school, a telephone call to 

01752773521 or an email to office@marydeans.plymouth.sch.uk can be a good alternative to get you in 

contact with the right person swiftly. Email is monitored during holiday periods, but please be patient. 

Knowing what’s happening 

The school publishes a newsletter every Friday. This is put onto the school website. 

https://www.marydeansprimaryschool.co.uk/newsletters 

The school also publishes an annual calendar with key dates for the whole academic year. This will include 

Christmas performances and sports days so you can get them in your diary in good time. The calendar is on 

the school’s website. https://www.marydeansprimaryschool.co.uk/term-dates  

We also send out text messages and emails about up-coming events in school. Please make sure we have 

up to date phone details and email addresses for you so you don’t miss out. 

Lots of school activities are tracked through the school’s website, especially the whole school blog. Check 

in regularly to see what is happening in school. 

Supporting your child’s learning 

This term, we are introducing new aspects to teaching and learning. Your child will have a Knowledge 

Organiser for their main topic. This will be found on the school website from September. 

You can support your child’s learning by looking at the Knowledge Organiser and helping your child with 

the vocabulary or by further exploring the topic at home. 

It is also vital that all children read at home, work on their spellings and continue with their basic maths 

skills such as number bonds and tables. These form a vital part of their development and quick recall of 

facts is a huge advantage. 

I look forward to seeing everyone return on Wednesday 4th September. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs T Jones 

Head Teacher  
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