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2nd November 2018 

Holiday Absence 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am writing to you all to express my concerns regarding the attendance of pupils at our school. 

At Mary Dean’s, we have always prided ourselves on a very high level of attendance with many pupils 

achieving a 100% rate on a regular basis.  

Governors have agreed a very clear attendance policy that states our expectation that children attend 

school at least 96% of the time. 

There is a great deal of evidence that shows children who attend school regularly generally do better at 

school. This continues through to GCSE level and beyond. 

Clearly, there are times when children are unable to come to school through illness or medical issues. We 

try to manage these occasions with individual families to ensure they are supported and children miss out 

on as little as possible. The vast majority of families manage this very well. 

My greatest concern currently is children who are having time off school during term time for a holiday.  

Mrs Jane and I look at our attendance figures on a regular basis as we are required to report any pupils 

who attend for less than 90% of the time to the Local Authority. 

Looking at this term’s data I observe that, of those children who have attended for less than 90% of 

sessions, half of them have such poor attendance figures only because they have been away on holiday. 

This term, this has led to us having the worst ever attendance figures for the start of a school year. 

I fully appreciate the challenges around taking your family on holiday. I understand the cost during the 

school holidays is prohibitive for many families and I am also fully aware of the difficulty some families 

have in finding time when the family can have time off together. 

The law still states that children should not be out of school during term time for holiday. Parents and 

Carers may apply for leave in exceptional circumstances and this will be considered on a case by case basis.  

All unauthorised holiday absence is reported to the Local Authority. Last year, we prepared 34 penalty 

notice packs, taking an enormous amount of time. 

Attendance is also one of the measures used to judge a school’s performance. OFSTED and the Department 

for Education take a very dim view of a poor attendance rate, or one that is declining. 
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The Board of Goverors is aware of this data and the situation was discussed at length during the most 

recent meeting. 

I can only appeal to you to think carefully before making the decision to take your child out of school 

during term time.  

Holiday in term time will not be authorised, but any leave requested will be carefully considered in the 

spirit of fairness and parity for all families. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mrs T Jones 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 


