
Mary Deans CE School  
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
(SEND) Policy 
 
 
Compliance 
 
This policy complies with the statutory requirement laid out in the SEND Code of 
Practice 0-25 (2014) and has been written with reference to the following guidance 
and documents: 

 

 Equality Act 2010: advice for school DfE 2013 

 SEND Code of Practice 0-25 (2014) 

 Schools SEN Information Report Regulations (2014) 

 Statutory Guidance on Supporting Pupils at School with Medical Conditions 
(April 2014) 

 The National Curriculum in England Key Stage 1 and 2 framework document 
(Sept 2013) 

 Safeguarding Policy 

 Accessibility Plan 

 Teachers Standards (2012) 
 
The policy was produced by the schools SENDCo in liaison with all staff, parents and 
pupils with SEND. 
 
 
Responsible Persons 
 
 
Mrs Dawn Hickey [SEND Governor] 
 
Mrs Emma Bushell [SENDCo]  
 
Contact:  Mary Deans CE School 
  Tamerton Foliot 
  PL5 4LS 
 
Telephone: 01752 773521 
 
Email: emma.bushell@marydeans.plymouth.sch.uk 
 
Mrs Bushell is a member of the Senior Leadership Team and holds the National  
Award for SEND; in line with the Children and Families Bill 2014. 
 

 
Mary Dean CE School adopts a 'whole school approach' to special educational 
needs which involves all the staff adhering to a model of good practice:  

 All the teachers in the school are teachers of children SEND and therefore 
have a responsibility to support their needs.  

 Staff are committed to identifying and providing for the needs of all children in 
a wholly inclusive environment where: 

 

mailto:emma.bushell@marydeans.plymouth.sch.uk


"Inclusion is not a strategy to help people fit into the systems and 
structures which exist; it is about transforming [them] to make it better 
for everyone.”     (Diane Richler, President, Inclusion International) 

 
 

Aims 
 

Our school aims to work within the guidance set out within the SEND Code of 
Practice 0-25 (2014) to ensure children with SEND are fully included in our school 
community in order that they enjoy and achieve. Through access to high quality 
provision to meet their needs and remove barriers to learning, whilst also recognising 
their strengths and talents, we hope our children will: 
 
• achieve their best 

  
• become confident individuals living fulfilling lives,  

 
• make a successful transition into adulthood, whether into employment, further or 

higher education or training  
  

 
Objectives 

 
• Ensure early identification of children and young people’s needs and early 

intervention to support them. 
 

• Encourage participation of children and their parents in decision-making 
 

   
• Establish effective collaboration with education, health and social care services to 

provide support (as defined with the Local Offer). 
 

 
Definitions 
 
A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability 
which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her.  
A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or 
disability if he or she:  
 
• has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the 
same age, or  
 
• has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of 
a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools. 

 
(SEN Code of Practice 2014) 

 
A Graduated Approach to SEND support. 
 
For some children, SEN can be identified at an early age. However, for other children 
and young people difficulties become evident only as they develop. All those who 
work with children are alert to emerging difficulties and aim to respond early; taking 
into account the views of parents and listening to concerns raised by children 
themselves.  



Class and subject teachers, supported by the senior leadership team, make regular 
assessments of progress for all pupils. These seek to identify pupils making less than 
expected progress given their age and individual circumstances. This can be 
characterised by progress which:  

• is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline  

• fails to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress  

• fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their peers  

• widens the attainment gap  

It can include progress in areas other than attainment – for instance where a pupil 
needs to make additional progress with wider development or social needs in order 
to make a successful transition to adult life.  

Each child’s support will follow a similar pattern of review: 

 

 
The first response to such progress is high quality teaching, differentiated for 
individual pupils (initial SEN support) 
 
 
If progress is still not achieved additional SEN support at school level will be 
implemented through time limited group or 1:1 intervention. This may involve support 
from outside agencies. Parents will always be informed when an external agency 
becomes involved with their child.   
 
 
If progress is still not made, despite best efforts, the child may be assessed with a 
view to initiating a statutory assessment of special educational needs under the 1996 
Education Act (extended support). 
 
The progress of children who then receive an Education, Health and Care Plan 
(EHCP) will be reviewed annually, as required by legislation. 
 
 
Full details of our SEN support can be found within the School Information 
Report on our school website @ 
 
http://marydeansprimaryschool.co.uk/schoolinfo.html 
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