
  

Present: Debbie Mercer, Michelle Bowhay, Sian Hartley, Rachel Studden, Vicky Chandler, Issy Bilton, Gez 

Butchers, Amanda Lawrence, Leanne Clark, Carrie Price, Natalie Stubbins, Elaine Packer, Princess Oni, Jane 

Austin, Oluwayemisi Onyeocha 

Apologies:  Helen Bowers, Ann-Marie Forster, Sarah Willis, Lizzie Percy, Julia Waugh, Jo Parker, Marie Baker, 
Tracey Jones 
 
Minutes of the last AGM: 
Sian Hartley proposed and Michelle Bowhay seconded these as a true copy of the minutes. 

 

Chairs’ Report - September 2016-2017  

(The full report can be seen on the PTFA pages of the school website) 

The PTFA exists to benefit our children by raising money to provide additional resources to enhance their 

education and running social events for parents, teachers and children to encourage the development of 

strong links with our school and local community. 

Fundraising Events 

It has been another busy year for the PTFA and we held a wide range of events last year.  We have raised 

our highest ever total, a fantastic £6926.40 - a huge thank you for all your support.  

Donations to School 

We have been delighted to add an extension to the existing Adventure Playground this year and it has 

already been very popular.  It is fantastic to see the children being active and having fun and hope they will 

continue to enjoy this space over the coming years. The Foundation Stage/KS1 playground also has a new 

outdoor wooden shelter, which is a great space for the children to meet and play.  Thank you to Stuart Kean 

and Will Luke for construction and installation. 

 

Autumn Term - The Autumn Disco, just before half term, was very well attended and the children seemed to 

have a lot of fun. 

In early December we organised the Christmas Fair, which was very well supported.  The grotto looked 

amazing, the ‘secret present room’ continued to be popular, the raffle was very successful and we achieved 

one of our highest ever totals! 

Over 600 tickets were sold via the PTFA for the pantomime Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs; this was a 

great way to start the Christmas holidays.  A MASSIVE thanks to Rachel Studden for organising this, which 

allows so many children and their families to enjoy a fantastic night of theatre.  Almost £2000 profit has 

been raised and even more tickets have been secured for Peter Pan this year! 

Spring Term - Early in the term we had a Bag2School collection, we appreciate all the donations of unwanted 

clothes and shoes – it seems this was good time of year for a clear out. 

As always, the Quiz was an entertaining and fun evening as well as being a fabulous fundraiser.  Thank you 

again to Nigel and Linda Croft and Martin and Sheila Mills for their time and enthusiasm in running this event 

for us. The Valentine’s disco was another success and it was great to see so many children having fun. 
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Early in March we took on a new venture providing refreshments at the Plymouth Apprentice Fair.  A huge 

thank you to Sian Hartley for organising, baking and running this as well as to Steve Gerry for giving 

providing the opportunity and a bonus cheque of £100!  Ahead of the summer term we held a used uniform 

sale. 

Our final event before the Easter Holidays was our Buns for Mums event to celebrate Mother’s Day.  Thank 

you to all our bakers for a great selection of over 400 cupcakes, this was another successful event. 

Summer Term - We joined the local community for the Tamerton Foliot May carnival and despite the rain 

(which we should be used to by now), this was very well supported and the donations for the bottle tombola 

ensured we made a great profit from this.   

Sports days finally went ahead and there were some great raffle prizes, with donations of tickets from local 

attractions and we raised over £500. Later in the term we attended the new parents meetings and held a 

further uniform sale. DJ Jeff had lots of children (and some parents and staff) up and dancing at the summer 

disco and the children seemed to love it – a great end to the year! 

Thank You’s 

Firstly THANK YOU to the parents, staff, children and all who have supported our events in so many different 

ways this year. We are lucky to have so many volunteers that we can rely on for our events, which wouldn’t 

be able to run without your support.  I would personally like to thank Mrs Jones and all the staff for their 

help and support throughout the year. 

Specific thanks also to Steve Gerry who has been on the Board of Governors for over 22 years, which in itself 

demonstrates outstanding dedication and commitment to Mary Dean's School.  He will formally be leaving 

his role as Chair this week and has always been very supportive of the PTFA.  In recognition of this we have 

bought a leaving gift and will present this informally.  

Our accounts are due to be audited and we thank Sharon Meghaoui for taking the time to do this.  

Treasurers Report: 

Our current working balance is £5760.55. We have made donations for a wide variety of equipment, prizes 

and clothing! Requests from school for funding are discussed at our Meetings throughout the year and 

agreed by at least 5 PTFA members (including one from the Committee). 

Our donations to school this year have included: 

 World Book Day Vouchers £60.00 

 Drum kit £50 

 Hoodies for year 6 leavers £460 

 Extension to the adventure playground £8790 

 Book bags for new pupils £297 

 KS1 Playground Hut £700 

Election of the committee 

All current members of the committee confirmed their intention to step down, and therefore a new 

committee was elected. 

Chair: Leanne Clark - Proposed Michelle Bowhay, Seconded Rachel Studden 

Secretary: Elaine Packer - Proposed Debbie Mercer, Seconded Sian Hartley 

Treasurer: Amanda Lawrence - Proposed Vicky Chandler, Seconded Rachel Studden 



There was no one voted in as Vice Chair at this meeting, but the position is available. 

  

Requests from School 

There were no requests from school. 

 

AOB 

 Steve Gerry is stepping down from his role of Chair of Governors, he has been very supportive to the 

PTFA and we have a card and voucher as a thank you for all his work. 

 Gez Butchers said thank you on behalf of staff and parents to Debbie Mercer and the committee for 

all the fundraising and events they have run.  

 Autumn Disco – a date will be confirmed ASAP.  If you are able to help at both or either of the discos 

please let us know!!! Helpers always needed. 

 Thank you to Mrs Dove for providing the childcare for the meeting today. 

DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING – Thursday 2nd November at 3.30pm in the staffroom (childcare 

will be provided) 


