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Wednesday 6th January 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

A very Happy New Year to you all. I hope you and your families remain well. Clearly, this is not the start of 

the Spring term 2021 we hoped for in December, but we will have to work together to make the best of it. 

School remains open to children deemed vulnerable and those whose parents are Key Workers. Thank you 

to everyone who has returned a request form. We have had a large number of applications and school is 

almost at capacity with over 120 children accessing places. 

Having such a large proportion of children in school means every class teacher will be teaching children 

from their own class in school. Nobody is at home, working away from school. As a result, setting up home 

learning programmes will take a day or two to settle into a smooth routine. 

Teachers will be in touch with details of exactly what your children need to be doing. If you find yourself at 

a loss as to what to do, I recommend the CGP books brought home by every pupil in years 1-6. These will 

certainly provide productive learning activities if you are unsure of what to do. 

Other things can be found on our school website. The children are familiar with online platforms such as 

Times Tables Rockstars and Oxford Owl, plus there is a wealth of information, lessons and activities to be 

found via the Oak Academy. 

The BBC website is full of ideas as is CBBC who are providing up to 3 hours of activity daily – and of course 

there is Joe Wicks, getting everyone back to three days’ a week exercise. 

Some of you responded to a recent survey about not having adequate IT devices at home to support home 

learning. We took delivery of a small number of devices on the last day of term and can make these 

available to families. 

Any device can only be loaned to a family on completion of an application form. The application form can 

be found on the school website – on the remote learning page – or by collecting one in person from the 

school office. Because the laptops have only just arrived, we will be arranging for you to collect them after 

12.00 on Monday 11th January. Once your application is approved, a member of staff will be in touch to let 

you know when you can collect the device. 

Some families have difficulty in providing enough Wi-Fi access. If this poses difficulties for you, we can 

provide you with a SIM card on request. This will enable you to have sufficient Wi-Fi access without 

bringing financial charges. If you would like a SIM card, please contact the school office. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@marydeans.plymouth.sch.uk


 

We all appreciate that these are difficult times for everyone and I want to assure you that we are doing 

everything we can in school to ensure that all children continue with their learning in the best possible 

way. We will do our utmost to provide you with the devices and data you need to support your children’s 

online learning. Please make sure you are signed up to class dojo so you can receive the messages from 

your teacher. If you do not have access codes, please contact the school office via email or telephone. 

Teachers will always respond to your requests, but please be mindful that their working day is still as per 

usual in school so there may be a short delay. 

We are working out how to organise reading book exchange and staff will be in touch when arrangements 

are finalised. 

Mrs Blake and Mrs Denekamp will maintain contact with the children they usually see – either in school or 

via Zoom – and they will be in touch shortly. 

If you need any equipment: pencils, paper, exercise books, please just phone or email. We are happy to 

provide anything you need to be as prepared as possible for the coming weeks. If there is anything you 

need to help make this time less difficult, please ask. 

Thank you all for your support and I hope you are all able to stay positive and up-beat during these 

challenging times. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs T Jones 

Head Teacher  


