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Shabbat A Jewish word for the Sabbath (day 

of rest) 

Mezuzah   A special scroll filled with biblical 

passages and fixed to the doorpost 

of the rooms of a Jewish house. 

Torah 

scroll 

The Jewish Holy book, which consists 

of the first five books of the Old 

Testament of the Bible. 

Shema The central statement of Jewish 

belief, the sentence:  

" Hear, O Israel: the Lord is your 

God; the Lord is One" 

Hebrew Hebrew is a language that is spoken 

by Jewish people 

Passover A Jewish festival which begins with a 

special meal that reminds Jewish 

people of how God helped their 

ancestors escape from Egypt. 

Seder meal A ceremonial meal observed in Jewish 

homes on the first night of Passover 

kosher Food, that is kosher is approved of or 

allowed by the laws of Judaism. 

Moses The Hebrew prophet who led the 

Israelites out of Egypt to the 

Promised Land 

Yiddish cup A special cup used for blessings 

Matzah Unleavened bread eaten at Pasover 

Menorah Candlestick which holds nine candles 

Images Vocabulary Dozen 



 

Agreed syllabus outcomes for unit: 
Teachers will enable pupils to achieve these outcomes, as appropriate to their age and stage, so they can: 

 

Make sense of belief Understand the impact Make connections 
 Recognise the words of the Shema as a 

Jewish prayer  

 Retell simply some stories used in Jewish 

celebrations 

 Give examples of how the stories used in 

celebrations (eg Shabbat, Chanukah) remind 

Jews about what God is like  

 Give examples of how Jewish people 

celebrate special times  

 Make links between Jewish ideas of God 

found in the stories and how people feel 

 Give an example of how some Jewish 

people might remember God in different 

ways  

 Talk about what they think is good about 

reflecting, thanking, praising and remembering 

for Jewish people, giving a good reason for 

their ideas 

 Give a good reason for their ideas about 

whether reflecting, praising and remembering 

have something to say to them too 

   

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

What special objects 

do Jewish people 

have in their homes? 

 
Think about the 

objects in our homes 

that are special to us –

items that remind us of 

our families, things 

that have happened in 

the past and things 

that matter to us. Also 

think about 

celebrations that you 

have. Look at 

specifically Jewish 

objects that won’t be 
found in most of our 

homes. 

How do Jews 

celebrate God? 

 
Introduce Jewish 

beliefs about God as 

expressed in the 

Shema (Deuteronomy 

6:4-9) God is one, that 

it is important to love 

God. Explore the 

meaning of the words, 

what they teach Jews 

about God, and how 

they should respond 

to God. Link to Jewish 

festivals and how they 

help Jewish people 

remember Him. 

What is a 

Mezuzah and how 

is it used? 

 
Look at a Mezuzah, 

how it is used and 

how it has the words 

of the Shema on a 

scroll inside. Why do 

so many Jews have 

this in their home?  

Think about which 

words they would 

like displayed in 

their own homes and 

why. 

Make a scroll with 

their choice of 

words on. 

What do Jews do on 

Shabbat and why? 

 
Find out about Jewish 

Shabbat, inc 

preparation, candles, 

blessing the children, 

wine, challah bread, 

family meal and rest. 

Explore why it is called 

the ‘day of delight’ and 

why it celebrates God’s 

creation. (God rested 

on the 7th day) talk 

about times of rest in 

our busy lives and 

children share examples 

from their own lives. 

 
Candelmas day (2nd Feb) 

Why are celebrations 

important and how do 

Jews celebrate Passover? 

 
Read the escape from 

Egypt story and ask the 

children why this would be 

a cause for celebration 

for Jewish people. Take 

part in a Passover 

celebration where they 

clean first, eat the food 

and take part in a hunt for 

the afikomen, where a 

piece of matzoh is hidden 

which children have to 

find and hold 'ransom' 

until a reward is given. 

Can I compare 

Passover with 

Christian 

Easter 

celebrations? 

 
Discuss what 

celebrations they 

will be looking 

forward to at 

Easter. Discuss 

which of these 

are similar to 

Passover 

celebrations for 

Jewish people. 


