
 

Mary Dean’s CE Primary School - Year: 1 and 2 - Science Spring Term Cycle 1     1st half.  

 

Metal is a very useful material because it is strong, 
can be shaped easily and is able to conduct heat.  

Plastic is strong, light and can be coloured and 
shaped easily. It is very useful but can be hard 

to recycle.  

Vocabulary Dozen 

Metal is 
used to 
make 
furniture, 
drains 
and 
pans. 

Plastic is 
used to 
make 
bottles, 
furniture 
and toys. 

 

Material  What something is made of. 

Metal  Metal is a hard substance such as iron, steel, gold, or lead. 

Wood  Wood is the material which forms the trunks and branches 
of trees. 

Plastic  Plastic is a material which is produced from oil by a chemical 
process and which is used to make many objects. It is light in 
weight and does not break easily. 

Paper  Paper is a material that you write on or wrap things with. 
The pages of books are made of paper. 

Glass  Glass is a hard transparent substance that is used to make 
things such as windows and bottles. 

Opaque  If an object or substance is opaque, you cannot see 
through it. 

Transparent  If an object or substance is transparent, you can see 
through it. 

Translucent 
 

If a material is translucent, some light can pass through it. 

Flexible  A flexible object or material can be bent easily without 
breaking. 

Rigid  Something that does not bend. 

Waterproof  Something which is waterproof does not let water pass 
through it. 

Wood is strong, hard and lasts for a long time. It 
can be shaped but burns easily.  

Paper is made from wood pulp and is 
primarily used for writing, printing and 
packaging.  

Wood is 
used to 
make 
furniture, 
boats and 
flooring. 

Paper was first 
made in China 
almost 2,000 
years ago. 

Glass is strong and can be coloured and 
shaped. It can break easily. 

Transparent, translucent, opaque 

 
Glass is used for bottles, cooking dishes and 
jars. 

 



 


